
 

 

Mālama Ola  “Support the Family” 

The names in this story have been changed for confidentiality. 

 

 

Kawika is a two-year-old and lives with his mother and her boyfriend. When the Mālama Ola team first came into their 
lives in September 2020, the family lived at the Hui Mahi’ai Aina Homeless Camp. The Mālama Ola team met weekly 
with the mother and child to discuss the family’s needs which were identified as child development support, basic 
necessities, and finances.  

Child Development Support: Staff worked with the mother by providing guided parenting and shared learning activities 
utilizing toys/items supplied through Mālama Ola to help target and develop participant’s gross and fine motor skills, 
flash cards and books were used to strengthen participant’s communication/language skills with her ABC’s, numbers, 
colors, and sight words.  

 
Basic Necessities: Diapers, wipes, donation toiletries, food and other necessities were provided monthly to the family to 
help alleviate financial stressors to allow mother to remain focused on baby and meeting baby’s needs. 

 
Finances: The family received monthly bus passes to help with transportation needs to get to the laundromat, stores, 
doctor’s appointments, and aid in employment efforts. Mālama Ola staff also provided the mother with assistance in 
completing and submitting the TANF application using a CFS laptop and MiFi. 

In January 2021, this family transitioned from the homeless encampment to the Waimānalo Emergency Shelter (WES) to 
live in a one-bedroom unit with electricity, running water and their own bathroom. Mālama Ola staff submitted a 
referral to Family Promise of Hawaii who helped transition this family out of WES and into their own unity with a view in 
the Kakaako area including one (1) full year rental assistance support.   
 
During the family’s transition, Mālama Ola provided the family with donations such as a sofa/sleeper bed, comforter 
bedding set, new pillows, personal hygiene items, diapers, wipes, household cleaning supplies and learning toys to 
strengthen and maintain Kawika’s growing developmental skills. Now, this family is in a stable living environment and 
has hope for a brighter future. The family has demonstrated their knowledge of the Protective Factors to help Kawika 
continue to thrive in a safe and nurturing environment.   
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